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Tuesday, 10 June 2025

Year 9 Curriculum Choices

Last Lesson What subjects does everyone study in Y10 and Y117

)4 When is the deadline for submitting your curriculum
Last Week . .
choices? How do you submit them?

Last Month/Year | What is a reserve’ subject?

siine, What is the EBACC?

Complete
In Silence




YEAR 9
KS4 Curriculum Choices
2025 - 2027
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What are Curriculum Choices@e

Curriculum choices is a process that allows parents, teachers and yourselves to work
together and ensure that when you begin Year 10 in September you will be starting the
right GCSE and BTEC courses to help you succeed.

Through this process you will choose a number of subjects to take as qualifications in
year 11.

The government and exam boards have worked together over the last few years to
overhaul the GCSEs offered in England. These are now more challenging, and most
include content that used to be taught at A level or higher.

All exam papers can now only be taken at the end of year 11.
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We believe in offering all students a that provides
access towards further education and a wide choice of career
opportunities.

We offer a two year key stage 4 curriculum to give students a longer
time on their Key Stage 4 examination courses and we firmly believe
that this will further enhance students’ learning, progress and
achievement.
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What is the EBACC?

The English
Baccalaureate
(EBACC) is @
performance measure
used by the
government.

Foreign
Language

To gain the EBACC you
must achieve a grade 5
or above at the end of
year 11 in all 5 subjects.

History
Or
Geography
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This means that by the time you

are |6:
'l' * Careers in areas of growth
will be for higher
375%  -14.5% -6.5% 30.5% 32.4% skllled/quallfled emPIO)’eeS.

(around 2 million extra
jobs and growing...)

2017
2027
level
Selected examples of
qualifications

* Most people with a job will

No qual and Level 1

have a degree or higher.

* Average qualification level
to rise for all occupations.
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Growth Areas for 2028:

Decline in traditional industries:

Careers Projections
(West Midlands & Nationally)

Creative Arts (growing faster than
any other sector)

Hospitality and Leisure
Professional Scientific

Social Care

All Areas of deficit by 2028

creativity, curiosity and
flexibility we can muster.
We will need all the
'mnovation’ we can get

99

Manufacturing S S E
Utilities
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Every student, will still take the following subjects at GCSE.

GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature
GCSE Maths

GCSE Science
Core PE (not examined)
RSHE (Relationships, social, health and ethics




Block 1 (3hr)

Block 2 and 3 (3hr)

(pick 1) (pick 2)
Geography 3D Design *** Geography
History Animal Care Health & Social Care Photography
S{PEIE Artrr* History Sport
Latin ol ,
Drama Hospitality Travel & Tourism
(P& SEEnes Dance ICT Triple Science
Block 1 (3hr) Block 2 (3hr)
(pick 1) (pick 1)
3D Design *** Geography Music
Geography
Animal Care Health & Social Care Photography
Art > History Sport Performing Arts
History
Dance Hospitality Travel & Tourism
Spanish IcT
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Pathways Pathways
Evening Booklet

Subject

Teachers

Careers
education
& advice




WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY

WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY
FRIDAY
MONDAY

Languages - Spanish and Latin.  Using Microsoft Teams
Humanities and iMedia
English Language and English Literature

m HALF TERM

Performing Arts

Vocational and Science

RSHE and Design Technology
Maths and Sport
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1. What do | want to do at 16+
Sixth Form?¢
Apprenticeship?
College?
Employmente
Training providere
Choose the subjects that give you a clear pathway to help your post 16 destination.
Choose a well-balanced timetable. Try not to choose all of your subjects from the same areaq.
Try and chose subjects that the enjoy and are good at.
Do not pick a subject because you like that teacher as you may not have that teacher next year.
Do not avoid a subject that you are good at because you don’'t like the teacher who is teaching
yOU NOW as you may not have the same teacher in the next 2 years.
Do not choose subjects just because your friends have chosen them.
Do not be afraid to choose unusual subjects.
Creative subjects can be very useful.
10 Try not to specialise foo much.
11.Ask yourself if you are more suited to GCSE or BTEC method of learninge Or a combination?
12. Seek plenty of impartial advice and ask lots of questions.

o~k

0 00 N
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Some things to think about...

Some options may not run if not enough people pick it
- You may not get a place on your first option because too many people have picked it.

If this happens we will try and distribute places fairly.

If your form is late being handed in you are less likely to get your first choice of
subject.

Final decisions on course choices will be made by Mr Wagstaff.
Behaviour will be a consideration.
- Attendance will be a consideration.

Combinations of groups will be a consideration.
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The wrong reasons to make a choice

X llike the teacher
X All the other choices are boring / too difficult

X All my friends are doing that subject
X I think it will help me get a job

The right reasons 1o make a choice

v | am good at that subject

v | enjoy the subject
v I know that these subjects will help my career choice, because | have found out about it

v I have achieved good results and the right exam grades in this subject

If In doubt ask for help
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Wednesday 5™
February

Friday 14th
February

Friday 28t March

April onwards

September 2025

Year 9 Parents Evening

Options booklets to be issued to students.

Sims Options open online

Options Form Submission deadline *

Deadline for submission of Option forms online using
the SIMS parent app.

Option choices reviewed by the senior leadership tea,.

Any issues identified and discussed with students.

Letters posted to parents/guardians confirming their
child’s option pathway choices.

Students begin their KS4 curriculum

Succeed
|

The subjects that you choose to study at Key
Stage 4 are extremely important.

The decisions made now, could affect the
future pathways that you decide to take. In an
ever changing world this is more important that

ever.

For many of you, this will be your first major
decision about your future that you have to
make. Therefore the more advice and
guidance you get the better informed you will
be to be able to make the right decision.

Both you and your parents will have the
opportunity to discuss the options process
together.

There is no race to be the first handed in!
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How to make your choices on sims

|. You will complete your registration for your account in your ICT lesson

2. log on to your account at

3. Your parents will receive a registration email from . If you have any
difficulty registering you need to contact

4. Your parents can also access the options process from within SIMS Parent App.

When you have completed the registration process this is what you will see.

* A number of lists will be displayed.

* Make your choices from these lists.

* At the top of each list advice on the number of subjects or reserves which can be chosen is
given. To see all lists you should scroll down the screen



https://www.sims-options.co.uk/
mailto:noreply@sims.co.uk
mailto:student.data@woacademy.co.uk
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This is what it will look like

Open List 1

Please choose 2 subgeos and 2 reserve subjects fram the st

You have chomen | 0 af 2 n courses and |0 af 2 n reserves fram the i
%

Animal Care BTEC Award Level 1 42 [

Dance BTEC Tach dwsird Linai 173 [ESEReS

Health & Social Care

BYEC Tach Aveird Libeil 112

Drama BTIC Tach dmwrd Ll 173 Reserag
%
Teéxbiles GCSES-1FulCoune | Feseres

[

Fime A GCSES -1 Publ Course

Geography GCIES . 1 Ful Course

TV Tray course & wiea wemlsble in DAL

Achieve

Fanarae BUSINE4S ATEC Tech dwewd Lieel 1]

HIStory GCSED - 1 Rl Couria

(4 ¥ Trig. conernn o9 wna waiianie w EBACC

IET Camie age Fanaras Carmeia

e Ll 0 3 Music GCSE GO & - 1 il Courss

Sport BT dwern Levd 181

| You have chosen| 1 of 2 ’ courses and | 0 of 2 D reserves from this list

1) el

" Animal Care BTEC Award Level 1 &2

1 Dance BTEC Tech Award Level 172

Reserve

| S

Reserve

Geography GCSE- 1 Ful Course

Reserve

Reserve

\0 This course is also avallable in EBACC

Succeed

These are the lists that will be
displayed.
Make your choices from these lists.

At the top of each list advice on the
number of subjects or reserves which
can be chosen is given. To see dall
lists scroll down the screen.

A subject is chosen by clicking on the
subject.

it changes colour to blue and the
display of choices made is updated:
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H OW TO re m Ove O C h Olce To remove a choice, click on the subject and

the colour will change to grey.
D'G*W"W U st To choose a Reserve subject click on the

— ' : —_— word Reserve to the right of the subject; it
Animal Care BTEC Award Level1 8.2 | Resene | —" changes colour o orange and the display of

choices made is updated:

You have chosen' 1 of 2 | courses and | 1 0f 2
pU—

Reserve ] Geography GCSE9- 1 Full Course Reserve

— If too many subjects are chosen awarning is  vou nave chosen 207 1 K
n- ' displayed:
N - The choices you make are also
ﬂ;"n:.” - displayed on the right of the screen as

shown here. In this panel the order of .
T T L T these choices can be changed by 79 When all choices have
i e e 1 clicking on the subject and then clicking W been made, click on
O e i on which course you want to replace in fhe Save icon to the
@smnn the order. top left and then
@ uncse Following the last list you can make a logout.
© o b Torom comment in the ' Student Comments

area’.
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