
YEAR 8 -SMART START CAREERS 

Careers and character education curriculum 2024- 2025 

GATSBY  CDI LEARNING AREA 25 m classroom Focus 

2 3 & 6 Grow throughout life  
Introduction to Careers/STEM/enrichment & 

character education 

Careers/healthy lifestyles 1: 

Extracurricular & activity 

2.3,6 See the big picture careers-and-the-climate careers 

Civic 

virtues/reducing 

waste 

critical thinking, organising, time 

management, observation,  

teamwork, problem solving,  

accountability, knowledge 

Save the planet lesson pack                                
Community litter pick 1 

Careers/Eco- schools & 

character education 

#wewillrecycle project - enrichment sign up & 
community litter pick 2 

Careers/Eco- schools & 

character education 

October Half Term 25th - 4th November 2024 

3 Addressing the needs of pupils STEM 1 careers 

3 Addressing the needs of pupils STEM 2/3 careers 

3 Addressing the needs of pupils STEM 4 careers 

3 Addressing the needs of pupils STEM 5 careers 

3 Addressing the needs of pupils STEM 6 careers 

Christmas break 20th Dec - 6th January 2025 

7 Promoting pathways and Higher Education T levels  Sandwell College 

3 Addressing the needs of pupils STEM 7/8 careers 

3 Addressing the needs of pupils STEM 9 careers 

3 Addressing the needs of pupils STEM 10 & evaluation  Women/girls in science week 

1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 National Apprenticeship Week 2025 National Apprenticeship Week 2025 
Employer engagement 

opportunities 

2, 3, 2006 The big Picture What do i know about apprenticeships? careers 

Half term 14th - 24th February 2025 

2, 3 & 8 Grow throughout life   What are my interests?  careers 

2,3,5,6,7 balance life and work National Careers Week 2025 3rd-8th March 2025 

3 & 4 
Addressing the needs & linking curriculum 

to careers 
Careers quiz: careers in film & photography  19th March parents evening 

3 & 4 
Addressing the needs & linking curriculum 

to careers 
CR8 options - Technology & Art Careers & Cultural Capital  

3 & 4 
Addressing the needs & linking curriculum 

to careers 
CR8 options - performing arts Careers & Cultural Capital  

3 & 4 
Addressing the needs & linking curriculum 

to careers 
Working_in_Creative_Sectors_  Careers & Cultural Capital  

2,6,7  create opportunities 
Creating the life you want: making a vision 

board 

careers 

Easter break 11th April - 28th April 2025 

performance virtues Careers & Philanthropy developing-your-leadership-skills  May 14th - walk to school week 

performance virtues Careers & Philanthropy  Raising money for charitable causes 
Careers &Character 

development 

May Half Term 23rd May- 2nd June 2025 

3 Addressing the needs Revision Style 3 - Mind Mapping  careers  

3 Addressing the needs Revision - Good vs Bad  careers  

2,3,5,6,7 balance life and work What does success mean to me?  
Women in engineering Day-23rd June 

2,7,8 
manage career Challenges and rewards of work  careers  

2, 7 
explore Possibilities  

Evaluations  
Give something away Day  

 July 15th 

Summer Term 20th July 2025 

https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/shared/careers-and-the-climate
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/sort/save-the-planet-lesson-pack
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/tag-392/what-are-my-interests
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/series-careers-quizzes/careers-quiz-careers-in-film-photography
https://cdn.unifrog.org/resources/97/Working_in_Creative_Sectors_19.pptx
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/direct/610
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/direct/610
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/shared/developing-your-leadership-skills
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/sort/revision-style-3-mind-mapping
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/sort/revision-good-vs-bad
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/sort/what-does-success-mean-to-me
https://www.unifrog.org/teacher/resources/direct/615


 


